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at last was rather overthrown by the popular torrent of the moment. His enemies now number it among what they call his crimes. Apropos of M. de Lafayette : lie went to Auvergne, I am told, the day before yesterday, and this morning I am told that it is in contemplation to choose him for Mayor of Paris."
" I tell M. de Montmorin after dinner to-day [October i4th] that the republicans mean to begin their attack by the civil list, and suggest to him the means of preventing it. He says nothing can be done for supplying provisions to Paris. I tell him that I am very glad not to be charged with that business ; that mischiefs will arise of which neither he nor I will have anything to accuse ourselves, as we have done all in our power. I think he has not. I send in a blank cover soof. to Mademoiselle Duplessis, with precautions of every kind to prevent discovery ; her pension is stopped, /and she knows not what to do. Poor girl, she spends her days and nights in tears. Spend the evening at Madame de Guibert's. After supper I am un j>eu aimable, and as I come away have a curious conversation with Lady Anne Lindsay, who is desperately in love with Mr. Windham and tortured by jealousy. I tell her that if she wishes to bring back a lover she must alarm his fears, and if she chooses to make use of me, I am at her orders. Tell her how she ought to act, and she says that if it becomes necessary she will apply to me."
" This morning [October i8th], immediately after breakfast, I dress and go to the Comte de Moustier's. He appears very glad to see me, and we converse about the state of affairs. He seems inclined to accept the office of Foreign Affairs. We go together in my carriage as far as the Comte de Segur's, where he takes his own, and in the way I communicate to him the means of changing the French Constitution, and making at the same time a con-u at Tours," graphically describes a kind of romantic whipping club which existed in Paris shortly before the " Terror," composed exclusively of ladies of rank and fashion, After a trial, the lady who was found guilty of some misdemeanor was disrobed and birched by her companions. Ladies of rank had long used the birch as a means of settling their personal quarrels, and a slight, or &jeti d* esprit at the expense of fhe ladies and gentlemen of the court, was not infrequently revenged by whipping.
